128                               VENETIA.
favoured and the most disconsolate of women, should hava fled from the world that had awarded her at the same time a lot so dazzling and so full of despair. Yenetia felt that the existence of her mother's child, her own fragile "being, could have been that mother's sole link to life. The heart of the young widow of Marmion Herbert must have broken but for Venetia; and tho consciousness of that remaining tie, a.nd the duties that it involved, could alone have sustained the victim under a lot of such unparalleled bitterness. The tears streamed down her cheek as she thought of her mother's misery, and her mother's gentle love; the misery that she had been so cautious her child should never share ; the vigilant affection that, with all her own hopes blighted,, had still laboured to compensate to her child for a deprivation the fulness of which Venetia could only now comprehend.
When, where, why did he die ? Oh that she might talk of him to her mother for ever ! It seemed that life might pass away in listening to his praises. Marmion Herbert! and who was Marmion Herbert ? Young as he was, command and genius, the pride of noble passions, all the glory of a creative mind, seemed stamped upon his brow. With all his marvellous beauty, he seemed a being born for greatness. Dead ! in the very burst of his spring, a spring so sweet and splendid ; could he be dead ? Why, then, was he ever born ? It seemed to her that he could not be dead; there was an animated look about the form, that seemed as if it could not die without leaving mankind a prodigal legacy of fame.
Venetia turned and looked upon her parents' bridal bed. Now that she had discovered her father's portrait, every article in the room interested her, for her imagination connected everything with him. She touched the wreath of withered roses, and one instantly broke away from the circle, and fell; she knelt down, and gathered up the scattered leaves, and placed them in her bosom. Ske approached the table in the oriel: in its centre was a